
Table B-143.  Graduate students in science and engineering fields in doctorate institutions,

by detailed field: 1991-1998

Field 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

...............Total, science and engineering fields 76,192 79,641 81,368 81,696 78,947 79,304 79,411 78,624

.................................................Sciences, total 57,290 60,427 62,148 62,776 61,541 61,696 62,068 61,422

.................................Physical sciences, total 5,578 5,762 5,701 5,565 5,473 5,480 5,192 5,188
...................................................Astronomy 17 18 36 36 29 24 20 15

....................................................Chemistry 3,313 3,530 3,517 3,425 3,451 3,560 3,487 3,488
........................................................Physics 2,217 2,178 2,125 2,049 1,949 1,854 1,646 1,537

.............................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 31 36 23 55 44 42 39 148

..................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 2,693 2,872 2,942 3,059 3,031 2,934 2,664 2,715
.................................Atmospheric sciences 10 12 26 32 47 50 48 55

...............................................Geosciences 1,482 1,603 1,644 1,619 1,640 1,542 1,440 1,391
.............................................Oceanography 318 349 382 448 459 469 449 438

..............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 883 908 890 960 885 873 727 831

..................................Mathematical sciences 3,795 3,937 3,877 3,858 3,522 3,481 3,257 3,203

.......................................Computer sciences 10,632 10,987 11,251 10,852 10,516 10,911 11,915 11,869

.....................................Agricultural sciences 675 778 750 898 882 864 766 865

...............................Biological sciences, total 6,100 6,495 6,688 6,912 6,987 7,150 7,107 6,880
......................................................Anatomy 68 73 66 67 79 80 86 69

................................................Biochemistry 349 394 378 351 373 358 346 301
........................................................Biology 3,519 3,680 3,784 3,740 3,707 3,905 3,858 3,700

................................Biometry/epidemiology 7 5 12 22 20 17 17 11
...................................................Biophysics 0 0 0 0 27 10 11 13

.........................................................Botany 183 208 202 178 195 182 154 120
..................................................Cell biology 130 165 186 257 259 276 264 313

.......................................................Ecology 205 260 271 347 387 381 388 423
.............................Entomology/parasitology 33 40 38 25 33 33 24 26

......................................................Genetics 11 10 12 6 11 10 17 17
..............Microbio., immunology, & virology 242 243 260 279 270 262 247 271

.......................................................Nutrition 407 380 392 439 488 530 530 545
....................................................Pathology 40 31 41 46 44 39 46 45

.............................................Pharmacology 94 102 91 122 90 70 74 93
...................................................Physiology 218 212 215 229 233 235 256 227

.......................................................Zoology 135 152 146 140 138 140 134 120
......................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 459 540 594 664 633 622 655 586

....................................................Psychology 13,082 13,706 13,930 14,211 13,691 13,298 13,968 13,781

....................................Social sciences, total 14,735 15,890 17,009 17,421 17,439 17,578 17,199 16,921
................................Agricultural economics 72 69 81 75 79 88 87 78

..................Anthropology (cultural & social) 957 1,020 1,068 1,178 1,229 1,196 1,165 1,164
..................Economics (except agricultural) 2,453 2,470 2,438 2,394 2,336 2,376 2,066 1,908

..................................................Geography 522 531 645 752 760 720 659 671
...................................................Linguistics 359 359 347 329 318 301 290 262

...........................................Political science 6,588 7,397 7,937 7,937 8,036 8,086 7,904 7,785
.....................................................Sociology 1,655 1,788 1,980 1,976 2,026 1,977 1,926 1,854

...............................Sociology/anthropology 206 216 175 196 188 166 163 173
.................................Social sciences, other 1,923 2,040 2,338 2,584 2,467 2,668 2,939 3,026

............................................Engineering, total 18,902 19,214 19,220 18,920 17,406 17,608 17,343 17,202
.................................Aerospace engineering 236 181 201 213 202 255 227 232
................................Agricultural engineering 12 14 11 16 17 19 13 10
.................................Biomedical engineering 337 375 392 464 429 453 532 500

...................................Chemical engineering 1,124 1,184 1,165 1,418 1,268 1,300 1,452 1,251
...........................................Civil engineering 2,466 2,958 3,052 2,956 2,761 2,966 2,533 2,449

....................................Electrical engineering 6,219 6,359 6,191 5,610 5,147 5,166 5,275 5,898
......................................Engineering science 90 104 103 108 88 109 81 81

................Industrial eng./manufacturing eng. 2,426 2,805 2,956 3,584 3,184 3,334 3,196 2,826
................................Mechanical engineering 2,895 3,097 3,012 2,793 2,522 2,258 2,165 2,194

..........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 629 664 651 572 529 524 497 508
......................................Nuclear engineering 10 12 11 22 42 41 21 27

.........................................Engineering, other 2,458 1,461 1,475 1,164 1,217 1,183 1,351 1,226

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


